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Eligibility Criteria for the Home Nursing Service 

The following criteria have been developed reflecting the Northern Cancer Network policy relating to the admission and discharge for Specialist Palliative Care, which includes “Hospice at Home”.  Decisions regarding admission and discharge will be made on the basis of clinical need, without prejudice and in consultation with the multi-disciplinary team.
AIM

Each patient’s admission to the Home Nursing Service is appropriate, planned and assessed in accordance to their needs.

GUIDANCE

· Patient’s with any life threatening disease will be eligible to access specialised palliative care provided by Hospice at Home

· Hospice at Home provides a specialised palliative care service which is complimentary and additional to primary and social care services.
· Hospice at Home can be used to support people, at home, in the last few days of the life.

· Hospice at Home can provide short term crisis intervention to alleviate stress, distress and prevent avoidable hospital admission.

· Hospice at Home will make available short, planned packages of respite as an acceptable way of avoiding crisis and maintaining patients at home.  A review date will always be set in these circumstances and will be a maximum of 6 weeks.

· Hospice at Home can help facilitate early discharge for people who wish to come home to die and where a quick response is required.
· Hospice at Home can support people during critical phases in palliative care but cannot become involved in long term packages of care.  Patients may be cared for over short periods, discharged when stabilised, but the re-referred when their needs change.

· Long term care or help towards NHS Continuing Care packages cannot be provided by Hospice at Home. 
· Hospice at Home will not fund other agencies to support the patient.

· Admission of children to the service is done so in conjunction with the Community Children’s Service.

· Hospice at Home can support patients in both Community Hospitals and West Cumberland Hospital in certain circumstances.  This is done in conjunction with and following assessment and Macmillan Clinical Nurse Specialist

DISCHARGE

· The patient no longer fills the admission criteria as their condition has improved.

· Transfer to an in-patient setting

· Death

· Carers are managing within existing services.
PRIORITISING
There may be occasions when it is necessary to prioritise patients.  In such instances priority will be given to the following:-

· New patients who are deteriorating rapidly
· The home situation is such that without hospice intervention the patient will be admitted to Hospital or Hospice

· Patient, who without intervention, will be unable to be discharged home to die

· Existing patients

Every effort will be made to honour respite arrangements.  However in order to respond to crisis situations it could be necessary to re-negotiate alternate days or nights.

EXCLUSIONS

· Social problems  in isolation

· Home environmental problems in isolation
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